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Rubio, Jaishankar stress need
for ‘unimpeded’ maritime trade

“Tactical relations the US. has with other countries will not come at the ‘expense’ of strategic alliance with India, says US.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio; Trump speaks over the phone at an event, says India can 100% count on the US. President

Kallol
NEW DELHI

he United States
works with many
countries at a “tac-

tical" level, but those rela-
tions will not disturb the
strategic partnership with
India, U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio said
here on Sunday.

Addressing a joint press
conference at the Hydera-
bad House lawns, Mr. Ru-
bio said the idea of a "free
and open Indo-Pacific”
went beyond the Indo-Pac-
ific to other “international
waters” and accused Iran
of blocking the Strait of
Hormuz while sponsoring
PTOXY terror groups.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, External Affairs Mi-
nister S, Jaishankar ack-
nowledged the disruption
to supply chains because of
the US.-Israel war on Iran,
and said that both India
and the US. had “very
strong interest” to ensure
“safe and unimpeded mar-
itime commerce”.

“As far as our relations
with other countries, yeah,
we have relations and we
work at the tactical level,
for example, and in many
other ways with countries
all over the world. So does
India. That’s what respon-

™

Pivotal talks: External Affairs Minister 5. Jaishankar and U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio addressing
the press at Hyderabad House in New Delhi after their meeting on Sunday. SHY KuMAR PUSHPAKAR

sible nation states do but |
don't view our relation
with any country in the
world as coming at the ex-
pense of our strategic al-
liance with India...”" Mr.
Rubio said. He was res-
ponding to a question on
the Pakistan-U.S. ties that
are being discussed world-
wide because of the promi-
nent role that Pakistan has
been playing in bringing
the conflict in the Gulf to a
pause.

Mr. Rubio, who arrived
in India for a four-day visit
on Saturday, held a day-
long meeting with Mr.

Jaishankar and other offi-
cials of the Indian side in-
cluding Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misr, in which
energy, bilateral trade, and
visa issues for skilled In-

dian workers were among
the items discussed.

Trump speaks

Later on Sunday night, U.S.
President Donald Trump
called Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi a “great
friend” and said India can
“count on me 100%". In a
telephone call with US.
Ambassador Sergio Gor,
which was played out loud

during an event at the Bha-
rat Mandapam celebrating
250 years of U.S. indepen-
dence, where both Mr.
Jaishankar and Mr. Rubio
were present, Mr. Trump
said the U.S. was doser to
India than ever. "1 love the
Prime Minister.. | am a big
fan [of Mr. Modi)... we have
never been closer to India
and India can count on me
100% and our country. If
they [India] ever need
help, they know where to
call.” Mr. Trump said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Congress
targets Modi
over Rubio's
trade claim

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Targeting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over 1.8,
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio's statement that In-
dia has committed to pur-
chasing $500 billion worth
of American goods over
the next five years, the
Congress on Sunday al-
leged that the “compro-
mised PM” was going the
extra mile to appease his
“good friend"”.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh questioned why
key announcements relat-
ing to India’s foreign policy
and bilateral engagements
were  emanating  from
Washington rather than
New Delhi, Noting that In-
dia’s annual imports from
the US. stood at $52.9 bil-
lion, he said this would
have to be doubled to ho-
nour the commitment
claimed by Mr. Rubio.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



Quad grouping is
‘'vital, says Japan’s
Foreign Minister

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Responding to concerns
that the Quad has lost its
relevance, Japanese Fo-
reign Minister Toshimitsu
Motegi has said that the
four-nation grouping re-
mains a “vital framework”.
In a written interview with
The Hindu ahead of the
Quadrilateral Foreign Mi-
nisters’ Meeting in New
Delhi on Tuesday, Mr. Mo-
tegi indicated that "cooper-
ation over critical miner-
als" needed for green
energy and high technolo-
gy would be at the top of
the meeting agenda.

Japan is working on crit-
ical minerals’ projects in
India, he said while calling
for improved infrastruc-
ture, more tax subsidies,
and protection for intellec-
tual property rights.

The Quad meeting,
which will see External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
host Mr. Motegi, U.S. Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio,
and Australian Foreign Mi-
nister Penny Wong, is ex-
pected to take stock of the
conflict in West Asia, the
Strait of Hormuz blockade,
and U.S. President Donald
Trump’s visit this month to
China. It will also set the
agenda for the Quad Sum-
mit that has not taken
place since 2024 amid In-

Tashimitsu Moteg)

dia-U.S. tensions on a num-
ber of issues.

“The Quad remains a vi-
tal framework among
countries that share funda-
mental values and strategic
interests. It has delivered
concrete results across a
wide range of areas, in-
cluding maritime security,
economic security, and cy-
bersecurity,” Mr. Motegi
said, but side-stepped qu-
eries on why the mechan-
ism finds little mention in
strategy documents of
member countries.

He declined to respond
to a specific question on
whether the USs torpedo-
ing of the Iranian ship IRIS
Dena in the Indian Ocean
on March 4 would be
raised by fellow Quad
members, given their agen-
da of ensuring peace and
stability in the Indo-Pacific
region.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



What is China’s Hainan FTP initiative?

How has Hainan’s free trade port changed tariffs and oade rules? Why is the FTP attracting new enterprises? What benefits are businesses gaining? How are the
dury-free system and visa-ree policy boosting tourism and consumption? What strategic role does FTP play in Chinas comparison with Hong Kong?

EXPLAINER
i P, Venkitesh

The story so far:
ainan, China’s southernmost
province and a tropical island
in the South China Sea, has
come to the forefront of the
country’s modern-era opening-up efforts
with the beginning of its free trade port
(FTP) and customs closure in December.
Envisioned as a ‘landmark leap” into
economic ease, China is trying to set up a
business hub in the island province aimed
at attracting global and local customers
with the appeal of zero tariffs, low
personal taxes, and simplified flow of
commuters and data.

What is the free trade port initiative?
The plan for the FTP in Hainan was first
unveiled on June 1, 2020. The FTP was
officially launched on December 18, 2025,
with island-wide special customs
operations implementing the policy of
“freer access at the first line, regulated
access at the second line, and free flow
within the island”. Under the initiative,
tariff barriers on trade were removed
from the island with the closure of
ordinary customs operations, enabling
easier imports. While the island remains
an integral part of China, it has now
become a neutral zone for international
trade, with regular customs procedures
and tariffs applying only to goods entering
the Chinese mainland from the island.
Visa-free entry for people from 86
countries is also expected to boost
tourism.

Hainan will be a “new frontier of
opening up, hub for regional cooperation
and engine for economic globalisation,"
said Wang Bin, spokesperson for the
Chinese Communist Party's Hainan
Committee, ahead of the official opening
of the FTP. He added that the FTP would
help save 860 million RME in tariffs
annually while crearing investment
the Global South.

Habran. WGHNESH P VENKITESH

How will the initiative help China’s
trade?

The island-wide special customs
operation is seen as an opportunity to
“deepen reforms in key sectors, steadily
advance high-quality development,
improve risk prevention, and build the
FTP into a leading gateway for China's
opening-up in the new era,” He Lifeng,
Chinese Vice-Premier, said at the launch
of the FTP on December 18.

Since the launch, the number of
tariff-free product categories has
expanded from around 1,900 to 6,600,
while the share of goods eligible for zero
tariffs has risen from 21% to 74%. Global
Times reported that 3,265 foreign-invested
enterprises registered in the FTP between
December 18 and December 31, while
over 30,000 foreign trade registration
enterprises were added in 2025.

According to Haikou Customs, goods
worth around 752 million yuan (about
£107 million) were imported into Hainan
in the first few months after the FTPs
apening. The value of processed and
value-added goods brought into the
mainland during the same period stood at
around 85.9 milion yuan.

How are businesses benefiting?
The establishment of the FTP has drazm
numerous industries to the island. The M1

The Inlemnhunal‘l‘xht Centre at Sanya Central Business District, a key tourist and Jnduslml iy in

Coffee Dream Factory in Wanning is one
such enterprise benehiting from the
initiative. “We import coffee beans for
RME 1,100 per kilo from Panama, which
cost RMB 1,700 per kilo on the mainland,”
said Tong Shuo, director of M1

Hainan Ausca International Oils and
Grains Co., Ltd., established with a total
investment of 3.5 billion RMB, is among
the first enterprises operating within the
FTP. It piloted the import tariff exemption
policy to produce goods with at least 30%
added value after processing. The group
started construction in September 2020,
soon after the FTP plan was unveiled, and
opened its first production line in April
2021, It now has a production line of 2
million tonnes per year.

How does the initiative encourage
consumers?

The FTP has also opened Hainan to
individual consumers.

Sanya, the province's main tourist hub,
houses the China Duty Free centre, with a
collection of global and local brands
competing for customers, The CDF offers
a shopping experience for both
international tourists and mainland
residents, provided they present a return
ticket at entry. Local residents, however,
face a shopping cap of 1,00,000 RME per
person per year and must travel out of the

province once a year.

“The FTP is expected to bring benefits
with an increase in overseas visitors,
which will boost ing and help the
local economy,” said Bai Xue, deputy
general manager at Sanya CDF. “The
visa-free policy will help us provide a
window to showcase Chinese culture to
the world, while introducing local brands
and shifting focus from the world o
China,” she added.

The Global Times reported that
offshore duty-free shopping in Hainan
exceeded 2 billion RMB since the FTP's
opening, with more than 3,00,000
shoppers. Haikou and Sanya, the two
major cities of the province, have seen the
fastest growth in inbound flight ticket
bookings.

What does China seek to gain with
Hainan?

While Hainan is on its way to further
China’s strategy of econamic opening up,
there are multiple factors affecting its
success. Unlike Kong — one of the
world's leading financial hubs, being a
special administrative region under the
Chinese government, with its own legal
system, currency, and independent
membership in international trade
organisations — Hainan is China in all
perspectives and domain.

With a customs-free, tariff-free,
outside the mainland that follows all other
legal and constitutional provisions, China
has made both a partner and competitor
to Hong Kong in Hainan. China now has
an open economic and tourist zone at the
northern end of the much-contested
South China Sea, with fresh and vast
economic opportunities compared to
congested Hong Kong,

The geopolitical and economic
implications of Hainan, and its output to
China, which seeks to attain "socialist
modernisation” in the coming decade,
will be unveiled in time.

For now, the Hainan experiment is
attracting eyes and its baby strides are
firm.

(The writer was in China at the invitation of
the China Public Diplomacy association)

THE GIST

-

Hainan has launched its free
trade port (FTP) with
sland-wide “custams closure,”
enabling “freer sccess at the
first ine, regulated sccess at
the second ling, and free flow
within the idand,” slong with
zero tariffs, lower taxes and
simplified movement of trade,
people and data.

-

The FTP is atiracting
foreign-mvested enterprses
and boosting trade, toursm
and consumption through
expanded tanfl-free products,
duty-free shopping, visa-free
entry for B6 countnes, and
growing investment and trade
wolumes since its launch.



‘India, Nordic countries are on the same page on peace’

While Indlia has a different relationship with Russia, it does not mean that Nordic nations cannot engage on other points, savs leelands Prime Minister; the biggest growth areas in a partnership between
India and Iceland will be in renewable energy. cultural cooperation and people-to-people ties, she adds, making a pitch for film erews to consider her country’s landscape as a backdrop for new projects

INTERVIEW

Kristrin Mjall
Frostaddttir

Suhasini Haidar
OSLD

ndia and the Nordic
l countries have a new

engagement, driven
in part by a desire for mid-
dle powers to find com-
mon ground in the face of
concerns  about  ghobal
powers, However, there
are clear differences on
ties with Russia, says lce-
land’s Prime Minister Kris-
trin  Mjoll  Frostadattir.
Speaking to The Hindu on
the sidelines of the recent
India-Nordic Summit in Os-
lo, Ms. Frostadattir, who,
at 38, is one of the world's

youngest leaders, and an
economist by training, said
she hopes to discuss new
areas to improve bilateral
trade, which is currently at
extremely low levels,
through a focus on renewa-
ble energy technologies,
She also pitched for more
Indian flms to be shot
against leelandic
backdrops.

Is the emergence of the
relationship between
India and Nordic
countries driven by
concerns that the three
big powers right now
are seen as breaking the
international rule of
law?

The relationship berween
the Nordics and India has a
longer history than maybe
what we've been seeing ov-

er the course of the last
couple of vears, so | don't
want to tie it directly to
that, but I think, in general,
a ot of countries are look-
ing outward... Things are
shifting, new deals are be-
ing done. You see this with
the EU as well, you see it
with Canada, and you see it
now with India.

The most important
message out of the [India-

Nordic] summit is, there's

hope for international rela-
tions. There are still large
democratic countries like
India that are opening up
instead of closing off, and
this is what the world
needs to hear.

Even so, theres a basic
difference between
Nordic countries and
India, over ties with
Russia...

I won't deny that India has

a different relationship
with Russia than the Nor-
dics do. 1 do know, howev-
er, that Prime Minister Mo-
di wants this war to end,
and I think we’re all on that
page. We believe Ukraine
needs to win this war. For
small Nordic countries,

this is important, that you
know people respect the
rule of law, they respect
borders, that we don't set
up double standards. We
had the issue with Green-
land [and the U.S.], and we
want to ensure that we
don’t set a precedent in
that regard. That doesn’t

mean that we can't interact
at other levels, but we've
sent out clear messages on
our stand on Ukraine.

India and Iceland trade
relations are nascent,
just about $30-40
million... Where do you
see the biggest growth
areas? And do you plan
a visit to India?

[ would love to go to India.
I think that™s definitely so-
mething that we're looking
into. We should work with
what we already have. We
have a great relationship
when it comes o renewsa
bles. There's so much
growth potential for India
there with its goal of 500
gigawatts renewable ener-
EY. We also have potential
in cultural ties, and [PM
Modi and 1] discussed the

Indian film industry. We
have had outside hlm
crews coming in and using
leelandic territory as back-
drop. 1 think that would be
i VEry interesting coopera-
thon that we could have.
Also, we have many peo-
ple, including Indians,
coming to lceland with
their skills, becoming a
part of the commumity in a
very positive way. So
there's also development
opportunities there.

On that issue, when we
speak to the Indian
community their worry
is that they are no
longer welcome the way
they used to be. What is
the future of
immigration to Europe?

| understand that |con-
cern). I think there’s been a

big shift in attitudes to mi
gration, especially when it
comes to, | mean, | can on-
Iy speak from my part of
the world, where we've
maybe been pushed into a
setting where we're focis-
ing too much on low-
skilled, low-value immigra-
tion. | don't see that as an
issue when it comes to In-
dian migration.

These are usually people
coming in with high levels
of education, pgoing into
productive jobs, so it's also
a matter of how you frame
it, but this is a responsibibi-
ty of the government as
well.

The full interview is at
newsth.ivedceland

(The reporter was in Oslo ar
the imvitation of the Norwe-
gian Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs to cover the India-Nor-
dic Summil)



What did the SC say about bail under UAPA?

What are the disagreements between recent Supreme Court rulings on UAPA bail? Why is bail so
difficult under Section 43D(5) of the UAPA? What did the Court say in KA. Najeeb about prolonged
incarceration and bail? What role does Article 21 play in UAPA bail jurisprudence?

Krishnadas vl

The story so far:
n May 22, the Supreme Court granted
six months of interim bail to two
accused in the 2020 Delhi riots case
— Abdul Khalid Saifi and Tasleem
Ahmad. It also referred to a larger Bench the
question of whether prolonged incarceration
and delay in trial can override the stringent bail
curbs under anti-terror laws such as the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967
(UAPA). This particular law empowers the
Centre to designate not only organisations but
also individuals as ‘terrorists’.

What concerns did the Court raise about
UAPA bail rulings by smaller Benches?

A threejudge Bench in the 2021 judgment,
Union of India v. K.A. Najeeb, had settled the
principle that an undertrial cannot be made to
indefinitely wait behind bars for completion of
trial, however grave the offence may be.

On May 18, a Bench of Justices BV. Nagarathna
and Ujjal Bhuyan in Syed Iftikhar Andrabi v.
National Investigation Agency, voiced serious
reservations about smaller Benches “hollowing
out” the principle laid down in the Najeeb
verdict — that constitutional courts must
intervene and grant bail in UAPA cases in which
accused persons had spent years in pre-trial
incarceration.

Justice Bhuyan, who authored the judgment,
questioned the Supreme Court judgment of
January 5, 2026 (Gulfisha Fatima v. State,
Government of NCT Delhi), which denied bail to
former JNU student leader Umar Khalid and his
co-accused Sharjeel Imam, who were charged
under the UAPA in the Delhi riots 'larger
conspiracy” case. While granting five others bail,
a Division Bench of Justices Aravind Kumar and
N.V. Anjaria had denied the two of them relief,

The Najeeb
verdict was
the Court’s
response to
the growing
use of Section
43D(5) as a
weapon in
the hands of
the state

Activist Umar Khahd being detained by the Dethi Police for defying prohibitory
orders during the anti-CAA protests at Red Fort in New Delhi in 2019. P11

prima facie acknowledging that they were the
“alleged masterminds”. Mr. Khalid had already
spent over five years in jail.

Justice Bhuyan's remarks prompted the Delhi
Police to raise objections before Justice Kumar,
the author of the Guifisha Fatima verdict, during
the bail hearing of Mr. Saifi and Mr. Ahmed.

Additional Solicitor General SV. Raju argued
the Andrabi judgment had muddied the bail
waters in UAPA cases. He rhetorically asked
whether Ajmal Kasab — or Hafiz Saeed, if
extradited from Pakistan - would also be
entitled to bail merely because they had spent
five years in prison awaiting trial.

Justice Kumar referred the question of law to a
larger Bench, saying that a “perceived conflict”
between two coordinate Benches (of equal
strengths) of the Court did not need expressions
of "serious reservation”, but “resolution”.

Why is bail so difficult under Section 431D(5)
of the UAPA?

The section makes securing bail under the UAPA
difficult. The proviso to it mandates that an
accused person will not get bail if a court, on
perusing the case diary or chargesheet, found
*reasonable grounds”™ to believe that the
accusations were prima facie true.

The apex court’s 2019 judgment in National
Investigation Agency v. Zahoor Ahmad Shah
Wiatali saw a Division Bench headed by Justice
AM. Khanwilkar (now retired and currently
serving as chairperson of the Lokpal) hold that
an “elaborate examination” of evidence was not
necessary for a court to establish prima facie
guilt. The court was merely reguired to glance
through “broad probabilities” to decide if the
allegations were true, and deny bail.

Section 43D(5) turned bail jurisprudence on
its head. The normal presumption of 'bail, not
jail" was reversed. While ordinary bail
jurisprudence was rooted in the fundamental
principle that a person was innocent until
proven guilty, Section 430¢5) turned the burden
onto the accused, supposing the person to be
guilty until found innocent.

How did the K.A. Najeeb judgment soften the
bail bar?

The Najeeb verdict was the Court’s response to
the growing use of Section 43I5) as a weapon
in the hands of the state. For incarcerated
accused persons with limited financial and legal
resources, disproving terror charges becomes an
uphill battle even as the prospect of trial recedes
with passing years. It was in this context that the
Najeeb judgment, authored by Justice Surya Kant
(as he was then), clarified that constitutional
courts could “melt down" the rigour of Section
43D(5) and grant bail to a UAPA accused who

had already spent a “substantial period of time™
in jail due to gross delay in trial.

The Najeeb verdict quoted precedents to hold
that constitutional courts cannot become mute
spectators before the power of Section 43IX35).
They had to intervene to protect the
fundamental right to life and personal liberty
under Article 21 of the Constitution.

What did the Court clarify in the Andrabi
verdict about Section 43D(5) and Article 21?
In the Andrabi judgment, Justice Bhuyan said
the Court must not play ball to the Centre’s

that the gravity of offences under
UAPA outweighed the human right to bail. The
judge pointed out that the conviction rate under
UAPA was only 2-6% across the country.

Justices Nagarathna and Bhuyan observed
that an undertrial cannot be punished with
denial of bail for the state's ineptitude to hold a
trial on time. If the alleged offence was a serious
one, it was all the more necessary for the
prosecution to conclude the trial expeditiously.
Bail cannot be denied solely on the ground that
the charges were very serious.

The Andrabi judgment said the Supreme
Court in Gulfisha Fatima case read Najeeb
judgment wrong when it said the three-judge
Bench had created an automatic entitlement to
bail on account of delay. Justice Bhuyan clarified
that the Najeeb verdict had never advanced the
proposition that bail should be given in every
UAPA case of prolonged incarceration. Rather,
Najeeb case only cautioned constitutional courts
against treating the statutory embargo under
Section 43D(5) as the sole justification for
continued detention while ignoring broader
constitutional principles of personal liberty and
speedy trial. It held that Section 431(5) was
subordinate to Article 21.

Did the Gulfisha Fatima judgment stray from
the ‘binding precedent’ of Najeeb verdict?
The May 22 order, referring the question of bail
in UAPA to a larger Bench, argued that the
Andrabi judgment had misunderstood the
reasoning behind the Gulfisha Fatima verdict. It
said the judgment, which had denied bail to Mr.
Khalid and Mr. Imam, had correctly applied the
Najeeb princple. It said the Najeeb judgment
had apprediated the strict bail regime of Section
43D¢5) while advising relaxation only in cases in
which there was no likelihood of completion of
trial within the reasonable time and the accused
had already spent a long time behind bars.

The May 22 order took pains to clanfy that the
Gulfisha Fatima judgment accepted the Najeeh
judgment as a binding precedent. It had
recognised the central place of Article 21 in the
constitutional scheme and that pre-trial
incarceration cannot assume the character of
punishment in UAPA cases. It said that the two
were denied bail on an “accused-specific
evaluation” based on factors such as the
evidence, their roles in the alleged conspiracy,
and the need to protect the integrity of the trial.



